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FOREWORD #i/%

“Back to Jerusalem” has suddenly appeared as a high profile
marketing slogan in some sectors of the church. Unfortunately,
this Western driven movement fails to take into account what
God has been quietly doing in the Chinese church worldwide,

and how and where He has been doing it.

Nearly sixty years ago, deeply committed Chinese Christian
sojourners set out in faith and without fanfare on a daring,
lifelong mission. Trained by mature cross-cultural missionaries
and pastors, and supported by indigenous funding, and, in
accord with their vision, they called themselves The Back to

Jerusalem Band.

Then, in 1974, the Lord gave leaders in the Chinese church a
vision for the establishment of the Chinese Coordinating Center
for World Evangelization. CCCOWE, in coordination with
churches, Bible colleges and seminaries, and mission agencies,
has been casting a new vision for Chinese churches worldwide
to be involved in completing the Great Commission for more
than thirty years. As a result, hundreds of Chinese sojourners

have quietly started their own resolute trek back to Jerusalem.

Ten years ago Dr. & Mrs. Titus Loong saw the urgent need for
cross-cultural training of Chinese speaking colleagues. They had
already served as missionaries themselves and had been

involved in training Asian missionaries for more than ten years.



Clearly the Lord had been preparing them for just such a role as
this in the Chinese church. It was a mandate and match made in
heaven! As fellow sojourners, Titus and Helen have pursued

their vision with passion and perseverance.

It has been amazing to see the steady stream of sojourners
coming forward for cross-cultural training. Some are young,
brimming with enthusiasm and idealism. Some are couples
facing the challenge of family concerns — how to care for elderly
parents and how to make the best arrangements for children’s
education. Others are taking early retirement to use the second
half of their working lives as Christian professionals serving in
the marketplace overseas. And still others, honorably wounded
sojourners who have experienced difficulty in  working
cross-culturally overseas, or have had painful inter-personal
conflicts in the team or with their leadership, coming back for

additional training.

Fellow Sojourners comprises three parts:
1. "What a Team!” Veteran sojourners share their
memorable moments.
2. “Trainees Speak” New sojourners share amusing
anecdotes.
3. “Essays and Papers” Fellow sojourners share their personal

reflections.

Fellow Sojourners is a precious book of candid testimony and

thought provoking reflection. It will fill the gap for some who

Xi



mistakenly think that only now the Chinese church is coming
forward to assume its God given role in completing the Great
Commission. More importantly, it will provide fuel for powerful
prayer as we stand with Chinese sojourners on their road to
Jerusalem.

James H.
Taylor Il BBRY
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Let Us do it! The Art of

Communicating the Gospel

Olinto de Oliveira

It is Wednesday afternoon and for every CCT (Cross
Cultural Training) trainee, it is the day to go out as a group
for practical evangelism. It is exciting. The overall idea is to
go out to share in simple terms what God has done in our
lives. As | stand before them, | pass around a few
evangelistic tracts. Usually | divide the trainees into
smaller groups of two or three. Then | encourage them the
best | can to expect great things from God. For some it is a
new experience. Some have never done personal
evangelism, much less go to a public place to do it
However, the charge is the same that the Apostle Paul
gave to his trainee Timothy: Do the work of an evangelist,

discharge all the duties of your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5)

It is the Being, not just the Doing.

In evangelism, when one prepares oneself to go out
to share the gospel, what matters most is not what one
might say but who one really is. As we go out to evangelize,
| reinforce the message that the time is short. Therefore,
the gospel tract that we all have in our hands should be
kept and used as the last thing we leave with the person as
they go or as we need to leave. The main ideal is to use

whatever time we have to share who we are and what God
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has done in our lives rather than just simply pass out a few
gospel tracts.

Three hours later when the group returns to the
assembling place for the debriefing session they are all full
of joy, having experienced in most cases that what they

have shared with people is heard and accepted.

The Place to Go

Trainees go out to share the gospel, share
who they are and what God has done in

their lives

The place chosen is always the same. It is a beautiful
park in the northern part of Macau. It is a landmark
because next to it there is what is known as the Christian
Cemetery, the Morrison Chapel and also the Morrison
family burial-place. The trainees love to go there and take
pictures of these historical sites. The park itself is beautiful.
It is a lovely place to visit for a quiet afternoon, big and
sectioned into picnic and play areas, sometimes with huge
old trees. However, what attracts us most about the place

is the opportunity to meet different groups of people.
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A Personal Perspective

In doing evangelism, what one needs to understand
is not just the method, but also how to fit it into one's style.
| often suggest that it is good that we have a Tailor-Made
Method. We need to search around and blend a few

evangelism methods so that it becomes our own.

Being gifted is not the most important

It is true that some do have the gift of evangelism,
which is mentioned in the Scriptures, but not everybody
has the gift. What to do then? Some may also argue that
they are not gifted in evangelism, therefore they are not
good at it. Well, that is not the way it works!

Evangelism is something that we ought to do every
time, all the time. The Lord Jesus taught us to do it; He
called us and commissioned us to do it. No matter how we
look into the situation, we need to bear in mind that Jesus
expects us to evangelize. In general terms we need to look
at it as our duty to evangelize and the motivation we have
to carry on this duty is the Love of God that works in us.

We need to bring these two, hand in hand: Duty and Love.

Leaving our Comfort Zone

It is difficult but the ethos of our training is to
simulate as close as possible what it is going to be like on
the mission field. One needs to leave their comfort zone
and to venture out onto the open field to share the Good
News of Salvation. | am glad to say that for every trainee

who has gone through our program, they have come out
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very successful.

Last Advice

Often when | finish the introductory part, just before
heading to the park, there is a sense of excitement and
apprehension in the air. The children, mothers, fathers, and
singles all want to know how it is going to be like. If we all
bear in mind that God is the one most interested when we
go out to evangelise, we will have no place left in us for
any fear or apprehension because His Spirit is going to
lead us into victory. It has been my joy and a privilege as a
trainer to go out every Wednesday during CCT with a
group of dedicated missionaries to do God's harvesting in
Macau.

So the message is: Let us do it!
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God’s Provision

Dalzilea de Oliveira

In these twenty-one years of missionary work in
Asia, as a family we have experienced God'’s provision
in all the areas of our lives. If our financial situation, for
example, is down, God is always there with us, ready
to help. When we are emotionally drained, God
provides a friend to pray and comfort us. When we are
unsure of what job to accept God always shows us the

right option.

The Right Job

When we were moving to Macau in 1994, after
having served in Hong Kong and Taiwan, | was still
slightly unsure of what exactly God had in store for me
to do. But in that first week we arrived Macau, we met
with Dr. Titus and Helen Loong. They had also just
arrived in town with the vision of doing Missionary
Training. So, they invited us to join them in this
project.

Along with other major things we are involved
with since 1995, we've been part of the Missionary
Training — CCT, every May and November.

/t is Unique
This program not only impacts the lives of the

trainees taking it, but it has also greatly impacted my
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life. Every time we pray, comfort, or talk with a trainee,
God reveals Himself in a very powerful way. Barriers
are broken down, and we see God moving in many
different ways. Despite teaching almost the same
material for every class, God always surprises me with
new things every time.

| remember during one Cross Cultural Training
in the month of May of 2000, my husband and |
wanted to send our eldest daughter to high school at
Morrison Academy in Taiwan. Unfortunately, we did
not have the finances necessary to send her there.
Surprisingly, God provided for us by inspiring that
class of CCT to set up a Trust Fund to help her go to
school. Because of this initiative, we were able to meet
the deadline, and she was able to go to school at
Morrison Academy in Taiwan.

T
—

“Along with other major things we are involved with since 1993,

we've been part of the Missionary Training,
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This is just one of the many ways God has
provided for us, no matter how we see it or where we
need God to intervene. “Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians
3:20-21)
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Knock! Knock!

Judi Chow

It must have been 3 or 4 a.m. when | heard the banging at
the door. Although we had been forewarned about the
coming of this evacuation simulation, when it actually
comes, it seems like the attack of Pearl Harbour or the
Invasion of the Body Snatchers! Run for your life, to the
destination area. With my eyes half-open, dressing in the
speed of light, grabbing my passport and water bottle, |
left the dorm-room with my roommates thinking we must
have broken the all-time record. As we grappled and
wobbled along the dark cobblestone streets in Macau,
faintly up the hill, other missionaries-to-be were way up
there in front of us! How could this be? Lord, you know my
spirit is very willing, yet my body is not willing--but my
heart is pounding/ giving command to my feet to slow
down as | imagine climbing through the hills behind
enemy lines. My mind is taking over at this time telling my
feet to keep moving as | don't want to be “left behind.” As
for my mind and heart and feet and hands battling against
each other or working together at the same time, | am not
sure. Lord, have mercy on my soul! Then we made it to the
top, our destination! | might have been the last one to
arrive, but | came to realize missionary life is a journey;
knowing one'’s destination Is just as important as how one

travels the path!
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My Diary of CCT

A Day Without a Schedule

Yesterday, after a simple breakfast | had a long time alone
with God. He revealed some incidents in my missionary
service, and areas which need healing. | thanked God for
showing those to me. During lunch, | talked with a single
missionary from the U.S., and what she said further

illuminated me. Oh Lord, help me to respond !

Today we worshipped at the Macau Assembly of God
church, and our group presented a song, 'Stir me O Lord
with your vision!", written by my pastor in Singapore. The
preacher spoke from Ezk.37 on revival: in order for revival
to take place, corporately or individually, we must begin by

emphasizing the Word of God and seeking the Holy Spirit.

After church Winnie and | went shopping. After dinner a
few of us went for ice cream. At the shop we had the

opportunity to share our faith with two sales girls.
Nothing Drastic Happened Today

Nothing drastic happened today really,
Just the news of tragic plane crash in New York my
home town,

Just the Creative Access Nations missiology,
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Just the mentoring on marriage adjustment legacy,

Just the increased adaptation to the CCT intimacy,

Just the sudden drive to write late until 4am THE
paper,

Nevertheless,

It was the plane crash that reminds me to love my
country,

It was the missiology that excites me to love Muslims,

It was my wife that lets me feel God's grace,

It was the CCT love that melts my stiff face,

It was God who rested me with love and patience.

So, after all, it has been a wonderful day

For this eagle to find the way.

Rising and Falling Arrows

| like the way Dr. Loong explained mission history with a
time line filled with rising and falling arrows. He helped me
see how historical events are related to and are affected by
one another. He made this complicated topic easy enough

to follow and yet most insightful.

| was very impressed with Rev. Mayhugh's Mandarin,
especially when he shared that he did not have a good
score in the language aptitude test to start with. That gave

me hope to learn Mandarin.

In the afternoon we walked up to the Fortaleza de S Paulo
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do Monte(K¥8 &) to view and pray for Macau and China.
Below is the site of the St Paul's ruin, and missionary
Robert Morrison's tomb. It's a cloudy day, a dark cloud
hovers above the entire city. How it is like sin's grip on this
land so full of Christian heritage. | thought of the rising and
falling arrows again. May God's power take away that

cloud, and Jesus shine in this city!

Knock! Knock!

"Good morning!”

It was 4am and Mrs. Loong handed me a piece of paper
instructing us to meet in front of the Royal Hotel with a
bottle of water and a passport photo. My roommates and |
got ready in no time, dashed out into the dark street and
rushed uphill to our meeting place. We were the first
people there. Then came families with kids. We had so
much fun talking about how we reacted when we got the

note.

Dr. Loong was quite pleased with our swift assembly. He
told us on our first day here that he will have an
emergency call, and this was it! He led us up the hill behind
the Macau Bible Institute where many local people were
already taking morning walks or exercising. As we walked
around the hill, it turned to day break. The air was fresh,

and the fellowship was great.

Afterwards one said, ‘Oh, tonight | shall sleep well. | have

been waiting for this event every single day!”
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Integrity

Olinto de Oliveira

More than ever before, we are all living in days that
require from us a great sense of hard work and
commitment towards what we do. For us ministers of the
gospel, we need to bear in mind that we are living in a time
that requires a high level of integrity. Hard work and
commitment alone are not enough to accomplish what
God has given us to do. During my almost 25 years of
ministry, | have observed that many good missionaries
know about the hard work and the commitment required
for their ministry journey, but sometimes they lack the
awareness of integrity which makes it possible to keep on

course as days, months, and years pass by.

A good example

We see that level of integrity in the life of the
patriarch Job. His wife said to him: Are you still holding on
to your integrity? Curse God and die! (Job 2:9) To that
statement, his reply was to continue to serve God. Job was
a man of Spiritual integrity. He was committed to serve
God and Him alone. Before our ministry or anything we
might do, our integrity first must be towards God and our

relationship with Him.

Integrity towards our Call

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
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courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
(Joshua 1:9)

We need to unashamedly keep the call God has
given us and then to apply it to commitment and hard
work, not changing lanes but keeping on track with what
God has called us to do.

In Acts 6:8-15 we learn from missionary Stephen a
beautiful example of integrity to God's Purpose. We need
to keep the same purpose we started with in our early days
and not change it in any way.

The Prophet Daniel teaches us about it as well when
he kept his integrity towards God's original vision for his
life.

| find it a concern that some missionaries make
mid-life changes which causes a drifting away from their
vision. | am talking about losing one's original vision. May
God who never changes help us to see that what is needed
on the Mission Field are people of integrity. Be Godly, Be

Yourself, and Be Productive.
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Missionary care-

From Awareness to Action

Judi Chow

A research project was done recently showing a 50%
dropout rate of missionaries sent from Hong Kong
between 1990 and 2000. That means for every two
missionaries sent out, one does not make it! According to
the results of that research, the top five problems
missionaries face are: 1) conflict with coworkers; 2) special
needs of their children; 3) not satisfied with the sending
mission agency; 4) personal problems; and 5) conflict with
field’s national leaders. Out of these five, at lease three of
them are relational problems. With such alarming
information at hand, what can we do to help prevent

missionaries from dropping out?

You have just attended a commissioning ceremony;
a family of four is being sent out to Spain to work among
the Chinese there. You have witnessed the pastoral team
lay their hands on this family committing them to the Lord.
You have pledged to support them with some money a
month. You have brought toys and clothes for the two-
and four-year-old boys. You plan to see them off at the
airport in a few weeks. You hope to pray for them regularly.
You have done all you know how to support missionaries.
What else is there to do?
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The flight to Spain was long and the kids could not
get any sleep on the plane. The missionary couple was
tired from packing the weeks before, plus the last-minute
farewell meals with friends and relatives gave them
indigestion. When they landed at the airport, all they heard
was people speaking in tongues. Managing eight pieces of
luggage containing their household necessities, along with
two sleepy kids on hand, was no easy matter. This was their
first exposure to missionary life. stressful circumstances in a

foreign land/

Is there anything we can do to help prevent or
release some of these stresses from our missionaries’ lives?
The missionary’s number one enemy is loneliness. It is a
feeling of being in isolation with seemingly no one to lend
a helping hand or understand you. No matter if they are
married with kids or single, the reality of being uprooted
from everything, which is familiar, is stressful. They have
left their loved ones, friends, church, and support system.
Sure, missionaries are supposed to be tough, flexible,
easily adjustable to a new environment, a new culture, a
new language, and ready to face anything. All these
changes add stresses. If not dealt with properly, they can
lead to many problems. After all, missionaries are ordinary

human beings with flesh that hurts and blood that boils!

There are four basic things you can consider to help

your missionary function better overseas. It takes hard
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work and dedication, but it can also be most fruitful and
rewarding. It begins with an awareness from the heart and

develops into actions of love.

1. Getting to know your missionary as a person.

A missionary is someone sent by God, usually to a
foreign land, to be a witness of Christ by sharing the
Gospel. This is what missionaries do. But who is he/she
as a person besides being obedient to the call of God?
How much do you know about the missionary’s life,
family, and interests? What kind of ministry or people
group is this missionary engaging in? Once you acquire
this information, you know something about your
missionary, but you do not necessarily really know
him/her. Similarly, you might be very knowledgeable
about the Bible, but how well do you know God? It
depends on how much you interact with Him. In the
same way, getting to know your missionary has to go
beyond information gathering, it has to begin with a

relationship.

2. Building a personal relationship with your
missionary.

Missionaries love to hear from home. A letter, an
email, a card, a phone call, or a small package can
bring sunshine to the darkest corner of the earth. If you
and the missionary are friends already, that makes
keeping the relationship easier. If not, you can start

building one with your missionary. Spend time together.
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This can be done while they are at home or on the field.
As you develop this relationship, you are gaining a
friend as well as having a part in furthering the
Kingdom of God. Be consistent and persistent, even in
their busy schedule. Your missionary wants to have a
partner who cares and shares in his/her life and
ministry. The secret is not to give up but keep on
communicating. | assure you, he/she will respond with
great joy from your genuine concern and effort. Yes,

missionaries need a friend to count on!

Understanding the real need of your missionary.

As the friendship with your missionary develops,
you will gain a better understanding of his/her real
needs. In your correspondence you will come to know
each other and a bond and trust will be built on love
and acceptance. Slowly, you will help your missionary
friend lower their safety caution into intimacy in
friendship. You will truly be a partner when your friend
can openly ask you to visit his/her parents who might
be ill at home. You will learn to share with your friend
the struggles and conflicts, the inconveniences and
discouragements, the heartaches and headaches, the
fears and tears, the joys and triumphs, the glory and
grace, the trials and tribulations, the successes and
failures in the life of a missionary. It is a privilege to be
a missionary but an Aonor to be a friend who supports

the missionary.
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4. Taking appropriate action to support your
missionary.

As your friendship grows closer, you will begin to
see some real needs. My advice is that before doing
anything; first ask God what He wants you to do. Wait
upon Him and intercede for your friend. Second, ask
yourself, does this situation require professional help?
Do the leaders of the sending church and/or mission
agency need to get involved? The best thing to do is to
develop a small prayer support group of three to four
where you can supply the most updated personal
prayer essentials. If the need is something logistical,
you may want to mobilize the individuals from the
prayer group to pitch in. Also, communication with
your missionary, the church, or the missions agency of
your good intention can eliminate duplicate efforts and

is always a good checks and balance.

If you follow these simple steps, you should not have any
trouble taking the appropriate action in supporting your
missionary. Successful missionary work takes someone
who is willing to go as well as someone who is willing to
stay and support those who go. With your involvement,
another picture can be painted with the missionary family

going to Spain.

You have gotten to know this missionary family by having
dinner with them and baby-sitting for them while they

Share in different churches, etc. Although you do not know
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Spanish, you are willing to accompany them to the field,
thereby adding an extra allotment of luggage to help carry
the missionary’s household items. On the plane, you can
help get the two kids to rest a bit. Maybe you can only stay
a week or two, yet you have gained a first-hand experience
of the mission field as well as practically supported the
missionary. As a result, they truly felt like part of a team
rather than just being sent and dumped into a strange land

by themselves.

Yes, you can make a difference; all it takes is a heart
full of concern and love, a mind that is willing to commit
and sacrifice, and hands that are reaching out to do
something about it. After all, this is the role model Jesus
has laid down for us! Look closely at His hands and you will

know what | mean about love and sacrifice.
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